info sheet Human Rights
how do treaty bodies review states?
The human rights treaty bodies are committees of independent experts that monitor implementation of
the core international human rights treaties. Each State party to a treaty has an obligation to take steps to
ensure that everyone in the State can enjoy the rights set out in the treaty. There are ten human rights treaty
bodies composed of independent experts of recognized competence in human rights, who are nominated and
elected for fixed renewable terms of four years by State parties.
States are obligated to report to treaty bodies every four year after its initial reporting (i.e. 1 year after
ratification). The reporting process involves the State (its agencies) to submit report on situation of compliance
and measures undertaken to address gaps. NHRIs and civil society are also involved in this reporting process.
They can provide feedback to the State and/ or submit their won parallel reports. The diagram below illustrates
this process,
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The treaty body
Committee presents list
of issues (LOIs) to the
State party

NHRIs and CSOs can
participate in
consultations

The State party
submits written replies
to list of issues

NHRIs and CSOs can submit
written/ oral submissions for the
LOIs i.e. shadow/ parallel reports
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NHRIs and CSOs can submit
written information for the
constructive dialogue

The Committee issues its
concluding observations on
the report, including
recommendations

NHRIs and CSOs can provide
oral information and meet
with the Committee
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NHRIs and CSOs can follow-up
& monitor the implementation
of recommendations

SOURCE: OHCHR

Constructive dialogues
between the Committee
and State party
delegation during the
session of the Committee

Follow-up and
implementation of
the Committee's
recommendations
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NHRIs and CSOs can submit
written information to the followup procedure and also participate
in the implementation of
recommendations.

