
To better understand the process of discussing SHRR in Parliament as outlined in section 40 of the Ombudsman Act
2013, below  is a diagram that illustrates this process and who is responsible for implementing the outcomes and so
forth.
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Step 1
The Office carries out
assessment of human
rights status in Samoa
for the previous year

and submits report to
Speaker of Legislative
Assembly (Omb Act s

40(1)).

Step 2
The Speaker receives the
Report and the report is
referred to the Standing

Orders, Electoral,
Petition and

Constitutional Offices
Committee (Committee)

for consideration
(Standing Order (SO) 51)
and (Omb Act s 40(2)).

Step 3
The Committee scrutinizes
the report pursuant to the
Standing Orders and call in

relevant Government
ministries to respond to any
matters raised in the report

(SO 54) and (Omb Act s 40(3)
(a)).

Step 4
The Parliamentary Committee

prepares its report and
recommendations and submits to

the Legislative Assembly for
Government's response. The
Committee is to also advice

responsible Minister for feedback
(SO54(4)).

Step 5
The Clerk refers Committee

Report  to Government
(through relevant agency) for
a response. The response to
directly address Committee

recommendations and affirm
the Governments position on
any issues raised (SO 55(1-2)).

Step 6
Upon receipt of Government Responses
the Clerk circulates the responses to all

members prior to a Whole House sitting
for debate. (SO 55(3)). If a member has a

matter to raise in relation to the
response by Government, the Clerk
refers this to the Minister to provide

response to during the Whole House
debate (SO 55(4)).

Step 7
The Committee Chairperson
during Whole House sitting
moves, "That the report be

adopted". There is no
amendment or debate on the

question (SO 128) and and (Omb
Act s 40(3)(b)).

Step 8
The Office monitors if

recommendations
have been

implemented by
Government.

The Office
consults relevant

stakeholders
(public,

government
ministries, NGOs,

etc.)

The Office is not
responsible to answer

to its
recommendations
and therefore the
report is not to be
reverted back for a

response. The
response is to be
provided by the

Government through
relevant agency.

APPLICATION: if a recommendation is in relation to improving access to health, then
the most relevant government agency to address this would be Ministry of Health; if
the recommendation is to improve water supply to rural communities the responsible
agency would be Samoa Water Authority. There are also recommendations targeted to

Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) as well as to the Office.


